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Aesthetics
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Fundamental
components of aesthetic
visualizations:

Color

Alignment

Leveraging white space
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Use color strategically

Highlight what you
want the audience to see

Copyright ©The Regents of the University of California Page 3 of 15



Essential Design Principles for Tableau

Correct Alignment

Alignment ensures Survey Results
clean vertical and -
horizontal lines

Eliminates visual clutter

Reduces cognitive load
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Bad Alignment

Survey Results

Misalignment is
i distracting
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Good use of white space .
P Use white space

DISTRIBUTION BY CUSTOMER SEGMENT .
strategically
Segment 7 15% 1%
20%
Segment 6 32%

Differentiate aspects

Segment 5

50% Of Visuals

Segment 4 10% 30%

Segment 3

Segment 2 7%

10%

Segment 1 16%

= Focus user’s attention

% OF CHINA'S POPULATION % OF OUR CUSTOMERS

Reduce clutter
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Bad use of white space

DISTRIBUTION BY CUSTOMER SEGMENT T()() mllCh or too httle
i — white space makes
it hard to focus

on key ideas

% OF CHINA'SPOPULATION % OF OUR CUSTOMERS
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It will take some
tinkering to get
the right balance

Aesthetics are subjective

Think about what
makes a good visual as
you explore examples
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Use a line graph to show progress toward a goal
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Education B30

Agriculture & rural
development

Poverty reduction Erxd

37%

Reconstruction 18%
Economic growth 17%
Health 16%

Job creation 156%
Anti-corruption 14%
Governance 14%
Transportation 12%
Energy 11%
Law & Justice 9%
Basic Infrastructure 8%

Public sector reform 8%

Public financial 7%
management
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Horizontal stack bars are easy to understand
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development

Reconstruction 18%

Economic growth 17%
Health 16%
Job creation 156%

Anti-corruption 14%

What pre-attentive
Governance 14%
winiporiaion BN attributes does it use?

Energy 11%
Law & Justice 9%
Basic Infrastructure 8%

Public sector reform 8%

Public financial
management

0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12% 14% 16% 18% 20% 22% 24% 26% 28% 30% 32% 34% 36% 38% 40% 42% 44% 46%

How does this visualization give the audience the sense

of what is most important?
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Education B30

Agriculture & rural
development

Poverty reduction Erxd

37%

Reconstruction 18%
Economic growth 17%
Health 16%

Job creation 156%
Anti-corruption 14%
Governance 14%
Transportation 12%
Energy 11%
Law & Justice 9%
Basic Infrastructure 8%

Public sector reform 8%

Public financial
management
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Q: Based on the survey results, what should be prioritized?
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Education B30

Agriculture & rural
development

Poverty reduction Erxd

37%

Reconstruction 18%
Economic growth 17%
Health 16%

Job creation 156%
Anti-corruption 14%
Governance 14%
Transportation 12%
Energy 11%
Law & Justice 9%
Basic Infrastructure 8%

Public sector reform 8%

Public financial
management
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Use color to show what matters
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Education B30

Agriculture & rural
development

Poverty reduction Erxd

37%

Reconstruction 18%

Economic growth 17%

Health 16%
Job creation 156% .
Antcoruption [ Less important
aeismcs B findings are in grey

Transportation 12%
Energy 11%
Law & Justice 9%
Basic Infrastructure 8%

Public sector reform 8%

Public financial
management

0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12% 14% 16% 18% 20% 22% 24% 26% 28% 30% 32% 34% 36% 38% 40% 42% 44% 46%

Color emphasizes the relative importance of survey findings
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Education B30

Agriculture & rural
development

Poverty reduction Erxd

37%

Reconstruction 18%
Economic growth 17%
Health 16%

Job creation 156%
Anti-corruption 14%
Governance 14%
Transportation 12%
Energy 11%
Law & Justice 9%
Basic Infrastructure 8%

Public sector reform 8%

Public financial 7%
management

0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12% 14% 16% 18% 20% 22% 24% 26% 28% 30% 32% 34% 36% 38% 40% 42% 44% 46%

Visual cues help tell your data’s story
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